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IN TH E CLAIMS 



46. XAniended) A method according to claim 45 wherein the [method] step of 
sensing senses pXssiire applied during the obtaining of a fmgerprint and further includes the step 
of using the resistance sensed by e ach sensor to determine the fingeiprint. 
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47. (Amend^) An appiaratus for sensmg pressure comprising: 
a substrate; 

a sensor fonned on tl\ substrate tluX^s^apted to sense pressure applied thereto, the 
sensor including: 

a support structur\that is smaller than the substrate, tliereby providing a cavity 

above a portion of the substrate; ; 

a magnctoresistive sensor foimed over the support structure. 
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Please add the following claims: 



—62. An \paratus according to claim 1 wherehi the change in resistance upon the 
application of pressur^ measur edjism g a cuiTent that is adapted to detect tlie change in resistance. 

63. An apparatX accb^ing to clai\ 2 1 wherein the change in resistance upon the 
apphcation of pressure is nieaWed\m a cuitL that is adapted to detect the change in resistance. 

64. A method accordiiilao claiji>j^ wherein the step of sensing the resistance senses tlie 
resistance upon the application of pre^ure using a current that is adapted to delect the resistance 
after the resistance has changed due to tmapplication of pressure. 
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65. All apparVus according to claim 47 wherein a change in resistance upon the 
application of pressure isAieasured using a current that is adapted to detect the change in resistance. 

66. An apparatls according to claim 2 1 wherein the plurality of sensors each detect 
pressure applied during thebbtaining of a fingerprint and the resistance sensed by each of the 
plurality of sensors is used ll detemiine the fingerprint, certain of the sensors deleclnig ridges of 
the fmgerprinl, and other on^ of the sensgf 



tccting valleys of the fingerprint. 



67. A method accoidlna to claim 42 vvhereinjthc step of sensing senses the resistance 
that corresponds to pressure oAaclVf the plurality of insors upon placement of a fingerprint 
thereon, certain of the sensors d&ecti\ ridges of the^igerprint, and other ones of the sensors 
detecting valleys of the fmgeiprinV 

68. An apparatus accordHng to claim ^ wherein the plurality of sensors each detect 
pressure applied during the obtainingVf a fir)^rprint and the resistance sensed by each of the 
plurality of sensors is used to detennin\ the fingerprint, certain of the sensors detecting ridges of 
the fingerprint, and other ones of the seizors detecting valleys of the fingerprint. — 
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